Remarks 



In the Claims 

Claims 1-8 were under examination; claims 9-14 are withdrawn. 

Claims 1, 4 and 5 are amended. 

Claims 2, 3, 6-11, 13 and 14 are cancelled. 

The application now contains claims 1, 4, 5 and withdrawn claim 12. 

Claim 1 is amended to focus more clearly on certain embodiments of Applicants' invention by 

- deleting reference to the term "colorant" in lines 2, 3 and 5, 

- deleting the phrase "in the case of a latent pigment" at the beginning of line 6, 

- deleting in line 6 the phrase "it to the" and inserting in its stead the term "the latent pigment" 

immediately following the phrase "subsequently converting" 

- further defining the carrier particles by incorporating the limitations of now cancelled claim 3 except 

for the term "polymeric compounds or combinations thereof 

- and by further defining the latent pigment by incorporating the limitations of now cancelled claims 6 

and 7. Support is inherent in the claims. 

Claim 4 is amended to be dependent on claim 1 and for clarity by deleting the redundant, 
alternate terms for the limitations that appear in parentheses, i.e., (bronze), (brass) and (SS). Claim 4 
is also amended for clarity by deleting the word "or" and inserting in its stead the term "and effect 
pigments comprising". Support is inherent in the claim. 

Claim 5 is amended to delete the now unnecessary phrase "is used which" from line 1. 

No new matter is added. 

Rejections 

Claim 8 is rejected under 35 (JSC 1 12 as being indefinite. Claim 8 is cancelled. 
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Claims 1, 3 and 5-7 are rejected under 35 USC 102(b) as being anticipated by Schaedeli et.al., 
\JS 6.280.51 1 . (Claims 3, 6 and 7 are cancelled). 

Applicants respectfully traverse the rejections. 

As presently amended, instant claim 1 is to a process wherein a latent pigment is precipitated 
onto carrier particles selected from metallic, metal oxide, non-metallic or non-metal oxide effect 
pigments, anodised aluminium and organic or inorganic pigments, after which the latent pigment is 
converted into a pigment. 

US 6,280,51 1 discloses the deposition of latent pigments onto regularly curved microbeads, 
which microbeads are substantially free of sharp edges being preferably spherical, column 2, line 33- 
36. The microbeads are made up of polymers, for example thermoplastic polymers as listed at the 
top of column 3. Column 26, lines 31-48 disclose that except for pigment precursors, less than 20% 
of the microbead comprises materials other than thermoplastics, said materials being organic 
additives typically found in plastic compositions and Bronstead acids. The Bronstead acid must be in 
liquid form and is typically and soluble in organic solvents, column 30, lines 7-25. No metallic particles 
or pigment particles are used as a carrier particle for the latent pigment as in the instantly amended 
claims. 

Applicants respectfully suggest that there can be no anticipation of the instant process by US 
6,280,51 1 as US 6,280,51 1 deposits latent pigments only onto or into regularly shaped organic 
polymer beads. Applicants therefore kindly ask that the 35 USC 102(b) rejections over US 6,280,51 1 
be withdrawn. 

Claims 1-4 and 8 are rejected under 35 USC 102(a) / 35 USC 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Schmid et.al., US 6,533,857. (Claims 2, 3, and 8 are cancelled). 

Applicants respectfully traverse the rejections. 

US 6,533,857. discloses the deposition of a colorant onto a carrier particle. The colorant is a 
dye or pigment; particularly useful are organic pigments and dyes such as cationic dyes (column 3 line 
58 through, for example, column 4 line 20). That is, US 6.533,857 deals with the deposition of 
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materials that already exhibit their final coloration properties. There is no mention in US 6,533,857 of 
depositing latent pigments onto a particle and then transforming the latent pigments into their final 
color form. 



The instant claims are amended to remove reference to the deposition of "colorants" and 
deposits only latent pigments onto the carrier particles. 

Applicants respectfully suggest that there can be no anticipation of the instantly amended 
claims as US 6,533.857 does not mention latent pigments and their conversion to pigments after 
deposition. 

Applicants therefore kindly ask that the 35 USC 102(a) / 35 USC 102(e) rejections over US 
6,533,857 be withdrawn. 

Applicants respectfully suggest that in light of the above amendments and discussion that all 
rejections have been addressed and overcome and kindly ask that they be withdrawn and claims 1 , 4 
and 5 be found allowable. Applicants also request that upon finding claims 1, 4 and 5 allowable the 
Examiner rejoin claim 12 and also find it allowable. 

In the event that minor amendments will further prosecution, Applicants request that the 
examiner contact the undersigned representative. 



Respectfully submitted, 



Ciba Specialty Chemicals Corporation 

Patent Department 

540 White Plains Road 

P.O. Box 2005 

Tarrytown, NY 10591-9005 

Tel. (914) 785-2973 

Fax (914) 785-7102 




Reg. No. 56,880 

filed under 37 CFR 1.34(a) 
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